Discussion

An entire afternoon of the workshop was devoted to a discussion of
the roles, responsibilities, and contributions of U.S. governmental
and nongovernmental organizations. Among the matters addressed
was the federal government's role in promoting and facilitating inter-
national cooperation from a policy, programmatic, and budgetary
standpoint. Discussion also focused on the role of nongovernmental
organizations such as the universities, professional societies, the
Academy complex, and private industry as alternative modes for in-
ternational cooperation.

The discussion began with a consideration of the situation with re-
spect to support from and involvement of the federal government. It
was pointed out that, despite growing budgetary pressures and the in-
creased importance of science and technology (S&T) in foreign pol-
icy, the government is now devoting a smaller percentage of its total
R&D investment to international cooperative activities than it did 25
years ago. Part of the problem is that the United States does not have a
permanent organizational focus for international S&T cooperation; it
is all carried out through a very decentralized process of budgetary
allocations. Thus, it is useful to distinguish between those activities
undertaken in support of U.S. "domestic" R&D interests and those
undertaken for a mix of foreign policy and scientific interests.

A variety of considerations arise with regard to the first category.
First, in order for the government to support this type of cooperation
it must be judged compatible with and contributory to specific U.S.
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